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FOREWORD 


In the extensive current enthusiasm for the collection and study of numismatic objects, 
an emphasis on United States coins has brought about great satisfaction and pleasure 
to many of us. The depth of specialization and resulting understanding that has devel- 
oped covering over two centuries of such issues has steadily broadened to include eco- 
nomics, history, art, metallurgy, mechanics, commemoration, patriotism, usage, 
counterfeiting, forgery, and replicas. 

The universal appeal of American numismatics has so many avenues of interest that 
it is difficult to be an informed generalist because of the complexities within each divi- 
sion and time period of such coinage. The multiple dates, mint marks, styles, denomina- 
tions, minting techniques, varieties, usages, restriking, conditions, rarity, etc., of each 
type need careful analysis. For that reason, many collectors and writers have often set 
their goals to one or more particular types of American coinage. ‘This has created a need 
for a comprehensive detailing of those types to assist a collector or writer in delving 
more deeply into the attributes of such coinage. It enables both the comparison of coins 
to a standard within a type and a comparison of types of one period with those of another. 

Numismatic literature in the past has continually added to clarification of various 
American coin types, but at present computer science has widened the availability and 
storage of knowledge of old and new manuscripts, printed records, and images to such 
an extent that the opportunity of enlarged fact sources and corrections of assumptions 
is open to everyone with a desire to investigate. 

My friend, Q. David Bowers, whom I have watched develop and use his abilities for 
over half a century, has crystallized the United States coin type distinctions in this vol- 
ume. It will be a standard to help collectors and scholars to enjoy their endeavors more 
fully. It is a privilege to welcome another of his masterful pieces of numismatic literature. 
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